Philosophy in society: Conversations on ’ J \
social uncertainties and climate change

The Night That Creates Knowledge (2025) . ' '
SOCRATES / Institute of Philosophy e ‘
Exhibitions from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Building: 1101, Room: B302, Klaus Frohlich Lecture Hall, Welfengarten 1 SOCRATES
30167 Hanover

Join us for an evening of exciting discussions between philosophers and guests on social and
scientific challenges! We will start with a lecture and discussion on how a polarized political
climate affects trust in science. This will be followed by contributions on the challenges of green
energy and scientific-philosophical approaches to the climate crisis. And we invite you to join the
conversation—tell us what's on your mind!

Public lecture: Science and universities in times of fake news, disinformation, and
populism

Language: German

Time: 5:15 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Topic: In this lecture, Prof. Wilholt highlights why democracy needs independent science —
especially in the face of polarization, fake news, and populism. The threat arises from social
division, propaganda networks, and, in particular, mechanisms of "identity-protecting cognition," in
which people seek to protect their political identity when processing information rather than
primarily seeking the truth. The lecture also discusses what universities can do: resist the
politicization of science, protect basic institutional rules, and empower students to think critically in
order to counterbalance polarized views.

Speaker: Prof. Dr. Torsten Wilholt

Torsten Wilholt is a professor of philosophy and history of science and one of the two directors of
the DFG-funded research group SOCRATES ("Social Credibility and Trustworthiness of Expert
Knowledge and Science-Based Information"). His current work deals with the conditions under
which scientific knowledge is generated today, in particular with the epistemological implications
of these conditions.

Discussion: Ethical dimensions of green energy
Language: German
Time: 6:15 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Topic: What are the ethical implications of mining materials for renewable energy? How can we
make these practices sustainable? How should the transition to green energy affect marginalized
communities? How can we reconcile current needs with the rights of future generations?

Moderator: Dr. Tanja Rechnitzer

Discussant: Prof. Dr. Dietmar Hiibner

Dietmar Hiibner has held the Chair of Practical Philosophy, specializing in the ethics of science,
since 2010. His research focuses on general ethics, political philosophy, applied ethics, and
metaphysics. He conducts research on topics such as free will and responsibility, justice, power,
escalation, rational action under risk and uncertainty, and discrimination by computer algorithms.
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Discussant: Rainer Baake SOCRATES

Rainer Baake, founding director of Stiftung Klima, is a climate and energy expert

with many years of experience in public administration: as State Secretary for Energy in the Federal
Ministry of Economics (2014-2018), State Secretary in the Federal Ministry of the Environment
(1998-2005), State Secretary in the Hessian Ministry of the Environment (1991-1998) and Head of
the Environment Department of the Marburg-Biedenkopf district (1985-1991). Baake was founding
director of Agora Energiewende (2012-2014) and Federal Managing Director of Deutsche
Umwelthilfe (2006-2011).

Public lecture: Philosophical perspectives on the climate crisis
Language: German
Time: 7:15 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Topic: This lecture, followed by a discussion, will address various philosophical perspectives on
the climate crisis, such as dealing with major uncertainties, ethical problems of intergenerational
justice and global justice, and different models of prosperity.

Speaker: Prof. Dr. Mathias Frisch

Mathias Frisch is a professor of theoretical philosophy, specializing in the philosophy of science,
and one of the two directors of the DFG-funded research group SOCRATES ("Social Credibility
and Trustworthiness of Expert Knowledge and Science-Based Information"). His main area of
research is the philosophy of science, including the role of causality and the nature of physical laws,
as well as philosophical questions related to the climate crisis, such as dealing with great
uncertainties, and other social and ethical issues.

Philosophy Club: Philosophizing together
Languages: German & English
8:15 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Let your curiosity guide you and philosophize with our philosophers! Ask your burning questions
(in English or German) — there are no stupid questions, and the answers may surprise you!

Discussant: Dr. George Kwasi Barimah (in English)
Dr. Barimah researches the philosophy of science, social epistemology, and public trust in science
with regard to how these research areas relate to science communication and public health.

Discussant: Dr. Donal Khosrowi (in German or English)
Dr. Khosrowi is interested in the ethics of artificial intelligence (Al), the epistemology and ethics of
machine learning in science, and general philosophy of science.

Organized by Dr. T.Y. Branch, SOCRATES



